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No. 19 - Mokelumne-Amador-Calaveras Integrated Regional Water 
Management Region 

Region Acceptance Process Summary 

General Description of Region 
The Mokelumne-Amador-Calaveras (MAC) Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Region 

is defined by political and hydrologic criteria.  The MAC IRWM Region is bound by the South Fork of 

the Cosumnes River to the North, Sacramento and San Joaquin counties to the west, and the upper 

reaches of the Calaveras River watershed to the east.  The Upper Mokelumne River Watershed 

Authority, formed in 2000, took the leadership role in the MAC IRWM Region in 2008 and has taken 

the lead role as Joint Powers Agency (JPA) of six water agencies and three counties.  Amador 

County, Calaveras County, and East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD) have had a history of 

competing interests in the Region; however, they have recently shown cooperation and 

collaboration on joint endeavors.  Through the creation of the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed 

JPA, IRWM planning efforts, and the Mokelumne River Forum, all parties have been able to reconcile 

differences and work toward better water resource management for the Region.   

The MAC Regional Water Management Group (RWMG) has a three-tier regional governance 

structure: JPA Board of Directors, a steering committee, and a Regional Participation Committee 

(RPC).  The RPC is a collaborative planning and development committee; regional participants from 

various water resources interests participate including Disadvantaged Communities (DACs), 

government agencies, area residents, industry, and environmental organizations.  MAC has 

identified six DACs, including two cities, in their Region.  The jurisdictions containing DACs have been 

designated as representing their respective DACs in instances where the DACs did not pursue active 

participation.     

The RWMG presented 18 examples of integrated water management programs and projects the 

group has undertaken in the areas of: watershed restoration and assessment, acquiring critical 

watershed lands, public education, wildfire management, and water supply and conservation 

projects.  Although they have limited involvement by Native American tribes, MAC stated they have 

outreached to tribal interests and will continue to do so.  Periodic flooding of urban streams is the 



September 2009 RAP Cycle 2 

biggest flood management challenge facing the MAC IRWM Region.  Flood management is 

addressed minimally in the existing MAC IRWM Plan, but it is expected that it will be covered more 

comprehensively in the MAC IRWM Plan revision that is in progress. 

MAC works cooperatively with adjacent IRWM Regions: the American River Basin, Cosumnes-

American-Bear-Yuba, Tuolumne-Stanislaus, and Eastern San Joaquin County (ESJC)).  While the 

water resource management issues and interests in the ESJC IRWM Region are primarily different 

than those of the foothill area comprising most of the MAC IRWM Region, the two regions have a 

cooperative relationship and are collaborating on issues of common interest, including the 

Mokelumne Forum and development of the Inter-Regional Conjunctive Use Project. To the south, 

Calaveras County Water District (CCWD) has water systems in both the MAC and Stanislaus-

Tuolumne IRWM Regions. CCWD’s participation in both regions should facilitate the cooperative 

relationship. 

EBMUD also has a significant interest in water resource management within the MAC IRWM Region, 

deriving a portion of its water supply from within the MAC IRWM Region, while having a service area 

outside this Region.  Therefore, it makes sense that EBMUD is an active participant in MAC IRWM 

planning, which will help ensure there is consistency and coordination in both water resource 

planning efforts.   

Interview Conclusions- Approved 
No changes to the MAC IRWM Region boundaries are suggested by DWR. 

DWR requires that this IRWM Region continue effective cooperation and coordination with the ESJC 

IRWM Region on the IRCUP. During the RAP Interview, DWR requested letters of cooperation from 

both the ESJC and MAC IRWM Regions, that describe their commitment and plans to collaborate. 

DWR has received a letter of cooperation, dated August 17, 2009, from the MAC IRWM Region 
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